VIII
THE   BURNING   COAL
OW Brother Giovanni was simple of heart and spirit, and his tongue was tied; he knew not the secret of speaking to his fellow-men.
But one day when he was praying, as his habit was,, at the foot of an ancient holm-oak, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him, and saluting him, said :
a I salute you, because it is I who visit the simple-minded, and announce the mysteries to virgins."
And the Angel held in his hand a burning coal. This he laid on the holy man's lips, and spoke again, and said :
a By virtue of this fire shall your lips remain pure, and they shall glow with eloquence. I have burned them, and they shall be burned. Your tongue shall be loosed, and you shall speak to your fellows. For men must hear the word of life, and learn how they shall not be saved but
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